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grew more widespread and more powerful after the defeat
of Napoleon, so it is worthwhile pausing here for a moment
to see the causes of its growth.

It began and it grew, first of all, because the British
islanders were a very adventurous people, as people who
live on islands or rocky sea-coasts in a temperate climate
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very often are. They were used to risking their lives in-
small boats on stormy seas, and they positively enjoyed
trying to discover new lands and new things. They are
still like that, as is shown by adventures like the attempts
to reach the north and the south poles, and to reach the tops
of the highest mountains in the world. For the same rea-
son, they were good colonists; that is, they did not mind
leaving their homeland and taking the risk of making a
new home in a far-off country. Moreover, after they had
made that new home, they and their children and their
grandchildren did not lose the feeling that they belonged
to their old country, even though they might never see it
again. This sometimes made it more difficult for them to